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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Rail Trails Advisory Committee (RTAC) 

Meeting Minutes– August 19, 2021 

Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH 

. 

CALL TO ORDER: 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Rail Trails Advisory Committee was called to order at 6:15 pm by Bruce 
Bohannon. The meeting was held at Whitcomb Hall.  
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Larry Antonuk, Bruce Bohannon, and Alan Gross. Also present was 
Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
WEBSITE: 
http://www.town.swanzey.nh.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={9A2AB92A-4E57-409A-A197-FB0F83AA7503} 

 
ABSENT:   
Jay House, Mike Kowalczyk 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  
Mike Bonneville and Cindy Kordys residents of 217 Eaton Road  
 
MINUTES:  
There was a motion by Gross to approve the meeting Minutes of July 15, 2020. There was a second to the 
motion by Antonuk and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
RTAC Alternate Recommendations 
Written input from Mike K:  no new candidates to propose.  
 
Bohannon asked Bonneville and Kordys if they are interested in joining the committee. Bohannon explained 
how to sign up to be Alternates. They expressed some interest. 
 
RTAC Promotion 
Gross said the parade at Old Home Day was awesome. Gross also mentioned that the Tee Shirts were a big 
hit with spectators along the parade route. The Tour had four people and it went great. They did 16 miles on 
bikes and went through all four covered bridges. The tour took about 1 ½ hours. Bohannon said he passed 
out brochures at a table during the event. The members agreed to participate in Old Home Day again in 
2022. 
 
TAP Grant Update 
Written input from Mike K:  He said he and Bohannon met with Hoyle Tanner and his biggest takeaway is 
that the amount of work that will be completed by the grant is getting smaller and smaller.  
 
Bohannon spoke about the Ashuelot Trail not having much of an historic nature, according to Hoyle Tanner, 
but there are historically significant items on the Cheshire Trail. He said there is a need to locate two culverts 
to see what condition they are in. Bohannon passed around his phone that showed culverts on the trails 
marked by Hoyle Tanner.  
 

http://www.town.swanzey.nh.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b9A2AB92A-4E57-409A-A197-FB0F83AA7503%7d
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Recreational Trails Program (RTP) Grant Update 
Written input from Mike K: The excavator rental starts September 1st. It will be delivered to Joslin Station Rd. 
and will include a grading bucket and flail mower. He wrote that six folks with some excavator experience are 
willing to help. Also Swanzey Department of Public Works (DPW) is willing to help. Workers will be operating 
the excavator on 9/1/21 to clear culverts as requested by Hoyle Tanner to see if they are box culverts. What 
is found will have an impact on TAP Grant work. He wrote that he anticipates also running the machine on 
9/2/21 and he will be contacting volunteers and creating a work schedule, while prioritizing DPW scheduling. 
He added that he has submitted work logs for June, July, and August in terms of time and materials. 
 
Bohannon said $3,904 is needed to cover matching funds with volunteer work. He added that DPW work 
hours and their equipment will be used to satisfy some of the match. Bonneville said he has excavator 
experience and is willing to offer his services. Bonneville noted a tree leaning over the trail, being held up by 
a smaller tree that will need to be removed. Bohannon said Glenn Smith might be available to help out with 
ditching and mowing. 
 
Long Term Maintenance Plan 
Written input from Mike K: He writes that he spoke with DPW Director Joe DiRusso who is willing to share 
some responsibilities of maintaining the trails so long as he has crew available to do so. Mike reports that 
DiRusso does not have a brush-hog type of equipment and he currently hires a contractor to do roadside 
mowing at $55 per hour. He added that DiRusso has added a request for a tractor and boom mower to the 
Capital Improvements Program Committee (CIPC) plan. Kowalczyk said he is planning to meet with the Board 
of Selectmen to get input from them in regard to maintenance. 
 
Kordys spoke about water coming off the trail onto their property causing a washout on their gravel 
driveway. Bohannon recommended she contact Margaret Morrison at NH Bureau of Trails for possible 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) funds. Bohannon also mentioned that Kordys could contact 
Shawn Violette who is the District Supervisor for Department of Natural and Cultural Resources. 
 
Swanzey Planning Board – 304 Monadnock Highway Proposed Plan 
Written input from Mike K: This application is continued meeting of August 26, 2021. Bohannon noted the 
letter to Concord is in the packet for the Board. 
 
Railroad History 
Alan Gross spoke about finding someone who actually worked on the railroads to provide some history.  He 
said the committee could have a guest speaker about railroads. Gross will research and possibly find out 
costs. Gross added he will not be able to meet during the month of September. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT: 
Kordys said recently she heard an ATV on the trail behind her house. She called the Swanzey Police 
Department about the issue since ATVs are not allowed on the rail trails. She said this is happened several 
times, and they were speeding. Bohannon said Eversource uses a side-by-side ATV, but they do not speed. 
Kordys said signage for a private driveway is needed. Bonneville said his land is not a trail access. He said a 
real estate agent has been telling prospects there is access to the rail trail at their home and that is not 
correct. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Shirts & Vests 
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Bohannon suggested neon vests for easy visibility. He showed a few different types of vests that the 
members might be interested in. The Committee decided to discuss it further. Antonuk said he would 
research the idea. 
 
NH Rail Trail Plan Meeting conducted by NH Department of Transportation (NH DOT) 
Gross spoke about valuing the trails. Bohannon said there was a decent crowd. He said there were All Terrain 
Vehicles (ATV) folks present who complained that they cannot use the rail trail and the folks at NH DOT shut 
them down by telling them the money for rail trails designated that the only motorized traffic allowed would 
be snowmobiles during the winter season. Otherwise the trails are stipulated for hiking, walking, and biking 
and no other motorized vehicles.  
 
Next Meeting:  September 16, 2021 at 6:15 pm 
Discussion was held about possibly meeting on September 23 instead. Bernard said she cannot take Minutes 
for the RTAC on that date and Alan Gross cannot make any meeting in September. The Committee decided to 
meet on the 16th as usual. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Motion was made by Gross to adjourn the meeting. There was a second by Antonuk and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
 


